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• Redesigning and expanding our Beit Midrash so the men’s and 
women’s sections are side-by-side, allowing for greater 
engagement by all. 
 

• Modern office space for our congregation’s valued 
professionals. 
 

• Positioning the offices opposite the building entrance to 
increase security and be more welcoming to visitors. 
 

• A state-of-the-art mikveh with a private entrance. 
 

• Bolstered security features to ensure the safety of our campus. 
 

• Renovating our educational wing to accommodate our growing 
youth department’s inspiring programming for children and 
teens. 
 

• New and accessible restroom facilities, featuring modern 
fixtures and amenities. 

Baron Hirsch is known for its brightly colored stained glass windows. The images of our forefathers and others remind us of 

those who have come before us, and the images of our people dancing in the streets of Israel remind us of our hope for the 

final redemption of our people and our land. 
 

Much like the colorful windows, Baron Hirsch is more than just our synagogue. Baron Hirsch is a home for our family. The 

many colors represent all the unique faces and voices that call this space their own.  And the space itself is many things to us 

and our family. 
 

It is a space: 
 

Away from the busy world where we can meet with our Creator. 
 

That teaches and supports us on our life journey. 
 

Where we can celebrate family and friends’ simachot. 
 

Where we support each other in times of need. 
 

Where we can come together as part of a vibrant and vital community. 
 

Where we are accepted as ourselves. 
 

Where we are encouraged and challenged to grow to be our best selves. 
 

Ultimately it is the place that we call home. 
 

400 S. Yates Road 

Memphis, Tennessee 38120 

Address Service Requested 

We are pleased to honor the initial donors to our Atid campaign. Their generous support is an expression of what 

Baron Hirsch–and the greater Memphis Jewish community–means to them. We are grateful to them for taking the lead 

in ensuring our future, and we invite you to join them in this sacred endeavor. 
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A message from Baron Hirsch president David Mendelson 

• Ensure that full participation in synagogue life 
remains accessible to all. 
 

• Continue to attract and retain the most qualified and 
visionary clergy and professionals. 
 

• Establish, sustain, and increase programming, 
initiatives, and educational opportunities for all ages 
and levels of observance. 
 

• Overcome fluctuations in membership and the 
economy. 

Our vision is for Baron Hirsch to be at the 

epicenter of the Memphis Jewish experience, 

with expanded programming and quality 

educational, social, and volunteer 

opportunities for everyone and modern, 

updated facilities.  

A fully funded endowment will allow us to: 

Our synagogue building is showing its age—especially the roof, 
which is in urgent need of replacement. Renovations are 
required for the comfort and safety of our members, including: 

Honoring our donors 

“Baron Hirsch is more than a synagogue; it’s the home we turn 
to in both joy and sadness as we explore our connection with 
G-d and Torah. Our family has been blessed to personally 
experience the warmth that has made Baron Hirsch so special 
for more than 150 years. Together, our congregation must 
ensure it remains so for generations to come.” 
 
– Orit and Rabbi Binyamin Lehrfield 



of service to the community. They 

led by example and set a very high 

bar. I learned that volunteering with 

selfless joy is the way to express 

gratitude for all the good happening 

around us. For me, approaching 

service not as work but as a gift 

transforms the experience of 

devoting my time and resources to 

something meaningful. But we all have 

just so much time to give, and I was 

taught  never  to  do anything 

halfway.  

 

I said yes to co-chairing the Atid 

campaign with two pillars of our shul, 

Bernard Lipsey and Morris Thomas, 

because Baron Hirsch’s endowment 

and capital campaign is essential. It 

isn’t merely a “nice” thing if it 

succeeds; it must succeed.  

 

The endowment: One goal of the 

Atid campaign is to double the size of 

Baron Hirsch’s endowment and 

hopefully grow it even further. 

Experts say a Jewish organization is 

well  positioned  for  the future if its 

endowment is at least double the size 

In the coming months,  Atid volunteers will be contacting all members to talk about Baron Hirsch, the 

importance of the campaign, and how each family can be an integral part of its success. Thank you in 

advance for taking our calls and welcoming us into your homes for these vital conversations. If you have 

questions about the Atid campaign or would like more information, please contact: 

 
Mary Trotz – marytrotz@gmail.com 

Bernard Lipsey – balipsey@yahoo.com Baron Hirsch - 901-683-7485 

Atid campaign co-chair Mary Trotz:  Why I said yes 

of  its  current  operating budget. We 

all want our children and their 

children to inherit a shul that is 

healthy and financially fit; it would be 

irresponsible for us to leave them 

with anything less. The endowment 

won’t eliminate the need for dues or 

annual appeals, but it will allow Baron 

Hirsch to continue to have world-

class rabbis and cantors, meaningful 

scholar-in-residence programs, 

robust weekly and holiday 

programming for all ages, and a well-

maintained facility. These are assets 

for which Baron Hirsch is well-

known and what drew our family 

here. These are things we must 

protect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The building: It’s been more than 

30 years since Baron Hirsch moved 

to its current East Memphis location, 

and we’ve not made significant capital 

improvements since. Times change. 

Current security concerns require 

that we reconfigure our building’s 

points of entry to ensure the safety 

of our children, members, and staff—

both during the week and on Shabbat 

and holidays. Needs change. Our full 

catalog of Jewish learning 

opportunities includes large and small  

groups, kids to seniors and 

everything in  between,  and  even  

video-enabled remote learning. Baron 

Hirsch needs spaces that are flexible,   

comfortable,   and  feature current 

technological capabilities. The 

planned building improvements are 

essential to maximizing all the good 

we have at Baron Hirsch. 

 

While I am a relative newcomer to 

Baron Hirsch as compared to my 

fellow co-chairs, my husband Corey’s 

family has been part of this synagogue 

for generations. We had a choice 

when joining a shul and we chose 

Baron Hirsch. The inspiring clergy, 

diverse programming, welcoming 

membership, and meaningful davening 

all played a role in our decision. I said 

yes to the Atid campaign because I 

want our shul to be the place that 

others continue to choose. I said yes 

because I want my children and their 

children to have the same full 

programming and learning 

experiences that we have had. I said 

yes because Baron Hirsch has set the 

bar high for this community and 

should continue to do so long into 

the future. 

  

It is an honor to be part of the Atid 

endowment and capital campaign. I 

hope you, too, will say yes by joining 

our great team of volunteers and 

supporters who are working to 

secure all that is great about Baron 

Hirsch for many generations to 

come. 

Donating appreciated securities is a wonderful way to make a financial commitment to the Atid campaign. 

This method has a benefit to both the congregation and the donor, with many donors being able to avoid 

capital gains taxes while also receiving a tax donation for the fair market value of the gift.* 
 

*Please check with your tax advisor to determine the benefits for your personal situation. 

hroughout my childhood, my 

parents and grandparents 

emphasized  the    importance 

Architectural renderings 

We are working to create sacred and safe spaces that respond to the evolving needs 

of our diverse congregation. Our architects have developed an impressive design that 

will serve our community for years to come, ensuring that every square foot is 

functional and inviting. 

“Volunteering with 

selfless joy is the 

way to express 

gratitude.” 
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